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and Erie, Pennsylvania. This year we partici-
pated in the demonstration of a stationary
fuel cell generator that was used to power
air quality monitoring equipment used by
the Texas Natural Resource Conservation
Commission. And Air Products is currently
leading a team that will build and operate an
on-site hydrogen production facility, fuel
cell power plant, and a fueling station capa-
ble of dispensing hydrogen and hydrogen-
blended fuels to fleets of buses and light duty
vehicles in Las Vegas, Nevada. Almost all of
these projects have one thing in common:
the active support and partnership of govern-
ment entities.

The hydrogen industry recognizes that the
markets will ultimately dictate the commer-
cial success of hydrogen. However, we note
that a White House that prides itself on its
faith in the markets has, in its recent Na-
tional Energy Policy, supported tax credits
for fuel cell vehicles. We suggest that such
credits, which would stimulate demand for
hydrogen, need to be matched by credits to
stimulate hydrogen supply if government is
serious about supporting hydrogen utiliza-
tion. For example, a tax credit for plant and
equipment that generates and distributes hy-
drogen would help develop the infrastructure
needed to supply fuel cell vehicles and sta-
tionary power generators. Without such an
infrastructure, it is less likely that fuel cell
manufacturers will have success in selling
mass quantities of fuel cells that cannot eas-
ily be refilled.

Beyond tax credits, vibrant funding of the
hydrogen program at DOE—especially re-
search into improved hydrogen storage—will
help lead the country toward widespread
commercialization of hydrogen fuel. Utiliza-
tion of hydrogen fuel on urban bus fleets and
other government vehicles, perhaps com-
bined with applications of fuel cell power
plants at federal facilities, will demonstrate
the role of hydrogen and, by increasing de-
mand, help drive down costs.

CONCLUSION

The United States is poised to take a lead-
ership role in the development and commer-
cialization of the global hydrogen economy.
Hydrogen’s utilization promotes clean air
and water, makes the United States more
competitive internationally, and ultimately
holds the promise of contributing to our en-
ergy self-sufficiency. But to realize these
benefits, there is a legitimate role for gov-
ernment to play in several critical areas:

Through R&D programs and demonstration
projects supported by the DOE and other
government agencies, new hydrogen tech-
nologies will be tested and prepared for com-
mercial use;

By its own use of hydrogen technologies,
government will play a key role in stimu-
lating the development of a hydrogen infra-
structure;

And by driving the development of stand-
ards and regulations, government will help
with the issues of storage and safe handling
of hydrogen required for public confidence.

We are pleased this Committee shares the
view that hydrogen plays an integral role in
energy planning for the future. It is our hope
that Congress will take a vital step toward
this future by its prompt consideration and
passage of the Hydrogen Future Act. We look
forward to working with this Committee,
with Congress generally, and with an Admin-
istration that has identified the need for an
increased role for hydrogen to satisfy our en-
ergy needs in the near future and beyond.
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THE ‘“CONSUMER ENERGY
COMMISSION ACT OF 2001

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 14, 2001

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, today, | am
pleased to introduce a House companion bill
to S. 900, the “Consumer Energy Commission
Act of 2001,” which was introduced on May
16, 2001, by Senator RICHARD J. DURBIN of llli-
nois.

Over the past several years, the nation has
been hit with one energy crisis after another.
In the midst of all but one of those crises, en-
ergy consumers have heard from the “expert”
after “expert” that the marketplace is to
blame.

While consumers, industry representatives,
and public officials may disagree over whether
the crisis of the day has more to do with mar-
ket forces than with gouging, but ultimately,
we can all agree that this country needs a
comprehensive energy policy. Clearly, the Ad-
ministration should be commended for its at-
tempt at articulating such a strategy. However,
the report reflects almost exclusively, the inter-
ests and concerns of the energy industry.

Unfortunately, today’s energy market is con-
trolled by relatively few huge corporations,
which do not always have the best interests of
the public at heart. Many consumers are not
convinced that making more resources avail-
able to these companies will magically fix the
market. Moreover, consumers are not con-
vinced that deregulation, and restructuring,
without strict policing of the industry, will cre-
ate enough competition to alleviate the stran-
glehold that those companies have over the
industry, and indeed the pockets of energy
consumers.

It is in response to this constant and perva-
sive threat of market abuse and manipulation,
that | introduce the “Consumer Energy Com-
mission Act of 2001.” The Act would create
the Consumer Energy Commission, (CEC),
which would in turn analyze the energy market
from the consumer’s perspective and give rec-
ommendations on how to protect the public
from opportunistic, and abusive behavior in
the market by energy companies. This bipar-
tisan body would consist of 11 members from
consumer groups as well, as energy experts
from the industry and federal government.

While there may be disagreement over what
caused, and what steps should be taken to
solve our current national energy dilemma, it
cannot be disputed that consumers are paying
astronomical prices for energy, while large
companies are yielding even more astronom-
ical profits. With this thought in mind, | am
proud to introduce the “Consumer Energy
Commission Act of 2001,” which will stand as
an important step in assisting those who have
suffered most during the current series of re-
gional and national energy crises—the hard-
working consumer.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 14, 2001

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, on June 13, 2001,
1 was unavoidably absent for two rollcall
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votes. Had | been present | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall vote 160, the Sudan Peace
Act, and “yea” on rollcall vote 161, a resolu-
tion relating to human rights in Afghanistan.

———

DESIGNATION OF BANGOR INTER-
NATIONAL AIRPORT AS A STATE
ASCE HISTORIC LANDMARK

HON. JOHN ELIAS BALDACCI

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 14, 2001

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the designation of Bangor Inter-
national Airport (BIA) as a State American So-
ciety of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Historic Land-
mark. | have been proud to support this des-
ignation which | believe is well deserved.

For nearly three-quarters of a century, BIA
has served as an important transportation hub
for northern and eastern Maine. A municipal
airstrip began in 1927, and operations have
grown ever since. Within 4 years, the original
Pan American Airways was flying from BIA.
Today, a new Pan Am is operating from BIA,
continuing a long tradition of excellent service.

The airport has had its share of celebrity, as
well. Amelia Earhart flew from BIA in 1933,
and piloted the inaugural flights for the Bos-
ton-Maine Airways Service.

During World War 1, the federal government
took over the airport, turning BIA into Dow Air
Force Base. The Base played a crucial role in
US military operations until it was decommis-
sioned in 1964, and was known as the “Gate-
way to Europe.” BIA continues to be an impor-
tant part of our military’'s mission, serving as
the home of the 101st Refueling Wing of the
Air National Guard—better known as the “Ma-
niacs.” Today, thanks to the efforts of the City
of Bangor, the airport is a commercial suc-
cess. Just this week we learned of a major ex-
pansion of service that will keep business and
leisure travelers moving smoothly into and out
of Maine. As a member of the House Trans-
portation Committee’'s Subcommittee on Avia-
tion and a native of Bangor, | take special in-
terest and pride in BIA’'s many successes—
past, present and future.

| want to congratulate everyone who played
a role in securing the ASCE Historic Landmark
designation for Bangor International Airport, |
am pleased that this facility’s long and signifi-
cant history is being honored.

CHAMPION OF THE
HANDICAPPED—RON FOXWORTHY

HON. DAN MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 14, 2001

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | come
before you today in this great Chamber to
honor a fellow American. His name is Ron
Foxworthy.

He lives in Sarasota, which is in my Con-
gressional District in the Southwest part of
Florida. Ron is being honored in Sarasota by
his fellow citizens, his friends, his family, and
most notably by the hundreds and hundreds of
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